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Annex 3a2: Letter of Yoshiro Higano regarding the application of RSAC 
Dear my Colleagues: 

Many thanks for your constructive and proactive discussion (especially by Bob, Kingsley, Lay, Peter, Patricio, 

Budy, and Antoine) related with my e-mail about proposal of RSAC to be affiliated to RSAI directly. 

There are two issues which were confused and sometimes the one might be missed by views/opinions focusing 

on the other. Also, their time-span for argument should be originally different and are now complicated and 

confused. 

1. What criterion and standard shall be applied for approval of an academic organization (regional/national 

basis, or international basis with specified countries, languages, etc. – henceforth called as applicant) as an RSAI 

Section? 

2. How RSAI should be re-organized in order to incorporate “sections” which are currently – or will be - outside 

of the current super-regions?  

Views related with the issue 1: 

(i) In case applicant belongs to the territory of super-region, the standard/criterion prescribed by super-region 

shall be applied as RSAI Constitution says. So, in case applicant applies her affiliation to RSAI through super-

region whose territory she belongs to, there should be no further arguments as far as RSAI Constitution is 

concerned. The matter shall be handled by super-region and affiliation is recommended to RSAI in case super-

region has approved affiliation. 

(ii) In case applicant is completely outside of currently existing super-regions, RSAI shall take leadership with 

the matter. Even in that case, as far as the matter is related with currently existing super-region or RSAI Section 

in any sense and to whatever extent, RSAI shall listen to related super-region/RSAI Section while RSAI shall take 

leadership with the matter. 

       In this case, we must examine, for example, whether applicant will grow stably and sustainably by 

incorporating universities and institutes nation-widely if applicant propose a national section (say converge by 

applicant is argued as nation-wide); we must examine at first whether applicant has shown enough materials 

with which we can do the examination, e.g., directory of RSAI membership fee paying members in RSAI format, 

etc.  

(iii) RSAC application shall be exceptional even if approved by RSAI. As I have already written in previous e-mail, 

RSAI can do anything once RSAI Council has decided although it might contradict to RSAI Constitution. In case 

of contradiction, impact (cost) could be of course huge although expected benefit could be huge like in RSAC 

case. While admitting this, RSAI shall be more careful about prescribing criteria/standards/conditions with 

which RSAI approve application by RSAC. This is must and shall be promptly done. In this case, apparently RSAI 

shall listen to PRSCO and Taiwan. 

        As far as we follow RSAI Constitution, RSAI shall treat RSAC as a ‘group’ in RSAI under the current 

Constitution of RSAI while RSAI offers and applies universal membership system for RSAC members as an 

exception. In my view, this special and specific case may bring more flexibility for RSAI in discussing the above 

issue 2. 

Views related with the issue 2: 



 

(a) As I have already written, basically RSAI and super-regions have been operated based on actual results 

(activities).  Recent good example is LACRSA. The constituents have records to be active RSAI Sections of existing 

super-regions, say PRSCO and NARSC/RSAmerica, so long time. Always existing super-regions take important 

roles and shall not be neglected. In this sense, the relation between RSAI and super-regions/RSAI Sections in 

the above views (i), (ii), and (iii) shall be morphologically kept when RSAI strategically considers structural 

reorganization.  Namely, we must realize that RSAI and super-regions are and shall be operated based on 

bottom-up system, too. (As far as I am correct, Indian RSA has been Membership Section of PRSCO since 

Bangalore and has a record of PRSCO activity.) More directly speaking, in case RSAI considers strategically 

creation of a new super-region, RSAI shall listen to existing super-regions/RSAI Sections. 

(b) As for RSAC case, if RSAI will approve her application to become an RSAI section based on criteria/standards 

that will be prescribed in a short span as stated in the above (iii), I dare to say once again it will be apparently 

against RSAI Constitution. While admitting this, RSAI should prepare for (re-) organization of super-regions, say 

future positioning of RSAC in super-region, so that it will not hurt already existing and active CRSA-T (Taiwan) 

in PRSCO.  

(c) In any way, RSAI shall be more careful with approval of RSAC as an RSAI Section (eve if approved, RSAC shall 

be a group in RSAI under the current Constitution of RSAI although it is specially treated with application of 

universal membership system) because it will affect our future strategy and may rather confine flexibility of 

RSAI strategy. 

(d) If terminology of reorganization is used as what means any grand transformation from the current bottom-

up system of RSAI via revision of RSAI Constitution, it is not good idea. Considering historically, geographically, 

and politically complicated current structure of RSAI and further considering current and future situations RSAI 

must face, I do not believe we can have a better system. Rather, we should try to enhance the bottom-up 

system, which RSAI had to reach to after 40 years of confusion period while RSA (former RSAI) tried to establish 

a stable international organization) and RSAI has matured under umbrella of super-regions. For example, 

acquisition of NGO status by UN is one possible and effective way as Antoine and Roger suggested and tried to. 

In that case we must consider revision of RSAI Constitution and it will really have meaningfulness for us 

strategically. 

Best regards, 

Yoshiro 

Past President of RSAI and Member of LRPC 

Annex 3a3: Letter of Peter Nijkamp regarding the application of RSAC 

Dear Yoshiro: 

Sorry for my late reply to your last email, but the medical situation of my wife was taking all my 
attention. Fortunately, she is improving now, although it will remain a source of concern. Hope things 
on your side are improving. 

Back to the new future plans for RSAI. I just make a few remarks and suggestions based on my personal 
experience. 

1. The current situation in our world with more globalisation of science requires a rethinking of the 
organizational structures of RSAI. Otherwise, we will become a marginalised group. 

2. New sections in Africa (e.g. South Africa, Morocco, Capo Verde, Kenya) and in Asia (e.g., the Caucasian 
Section, India) have to find a home base; otherwise they will turn to other organizations. 



 

3. It seems plausible to divide the global  RSAI organisation into 5 continental supraregional groups: North 
America, Latin America, Europe, Africa, and Asia-Pacific.  

4. Three of these groups are rather well established now: North America, Latin America and Europe. 
5. Africa needs quite some attention, but has in principle a great potential if South Africa and Morocco 

take the lead here. 
6. Asia-Pacific is a challenge, as this includes PRSCO, China (still to be included), India (on its way to be 

included) and the Western part of Asia (with much dynamics in Armenia, Georgia, Kazachstan, and the 
Gulf States). 

7. I see a great perspective;  PRSCO could be transformed into an Asia-Pacific RSAI supraregional group, 
incorporating the PRSCO countries including  Australasia, as well as China, India, and the Western Asian 
countries. One thing is sure: India, Western Asia and most likely China will not join PRSCO. 

8. From that perspective, I would suggest that you take the lead in building up an 'extended' PRSCO, which 
might become the biggest RSAI group in the world! You have the skills and support to do so. 

9. Of course, such a transformation takes time and the current RSAI regulations are not so flexible. So, I 
wonder whether with all respect for current rules and arrangements (which are apparently outdated) 
we could develop a gradual transition toward a new RSAI model.  

10. I am not so familiar with the Chinese situation, except that I know many excellent Chinese regional 
scientists who are very international and speak fluently English. If China joins RSAI (the earlier the 
better), we need to have a broad coverage of international scholars in China. 

Well Yoshiro, I hope I have contributed to a positive discussion on the issues raised by you. I wish you all the 

best and hope to see you soon. 

Peter Nijkamp 

  



 

Annex 3b: Application of the Armenian Section 

 
 
 

  



 

Annex 3c: African Network of Regional Science 

 
At the Third Biannual Regional Science Conference hosted by CRUISE at Stellenbosch 

University from 3-5 July, 2017 an official decision was taken by the conference to establish an 

African Regional Science Network. The African Regional Science Network is based on the 

concept of a federal system of associated national African chapters starting with a two-member 

organisation – Morocco and South Africa. As and when sufficient capacity in Regional Science 

has been developed in other African states, chapters of Regional Science will be established 

and those state-chapters will then be added as federated members of the African Regional 

Science Network. South Africa and Morocco will frame a concept constitution that will be 

submitted to the RSAI for ratification. Once the constitution is in place a programme of action 

will be compiled to put the African Network on firm footing of ongoing activities. 

  



 

Annex 4 – Accounts and Activity Report of 2016 

  



 

 

Nurturing Talent 2015 and 2017 
Contact person Year 

applicatio

n 

Year 

support 

Conference Amount 

Gunther Maier 2015 2015 “Developers, Planners, and the City” ERSA-ERES-RSAI 

Summer School 2015, to be held in Vienna between 5 and 

14 July 2015 

5000 € 

Vicente Royuela 2015 2015 AQR-IREA Barcelona Workshop on Regional Science and 

Urban Economics, to be held in Barcelona in November 

2015 

3000 € 

Daniela Constantin 2015 2016 RRSA Workshop on “Competition and competitiveness in 

European regions and cities”, to be held in Bucharest in 

March 2016 

2000 € 

Pedro Elósegui 2016 2016 VI International meeting at Universidad Nacional de Rio 

Negro, to be held in San Carlos de Bariloche 

600 € 

Roberta Capello 2016 2016 “Space, Territory and Growth: Advances in Regional 

Science” ERSA-RSAI Summer School 2016, to be held in 

Milan between 3 and 10 July 2016 

6000 € 

Tomaz Dentinho and 

Abdellatif Khattabi 

2016 2016 1st AMRS Congress and 23rd APDR Congress on the 

“Sustainability of Territories in the Context of Global 

Changes”, to be held in Marrakech in May 2016 

5000 € 

Sumana 

Bandyopadhyay 

2016 2016 Seminar on Challenges of Urbanization and Planning in 

China and India, January 2-3, 2017 

Department of Geography, University of Calcutta 

2000 € 

Yannis Psycharis 2017 2017 2017 ERSA Summer School, to be held at the University 

of the Aegean (Lesvos Island Campus), Mytilene, Greece, 

9-15 July 2017 

7000 € 

Christopher Charles 

Dunphy 

2017 2017 10th Annual Midwest Graduate Student Summit in 

Applied Economics and Regional Science (AERS),  to be 

held at The Ohio State University on April 21st and April 

22nd, 2017 

3500 € 

Alessandra Faggian 2017 2017 Residential School of Advanced Economic Geography, to 

be held at the Gran Sasso Science Institute, Social 

Sciences Unit – July 2017, L’Aquila (Italy) 

6000 € 

Kamila Borseková 2017 2017 Inspiring workshop for young scientists – “Engines of 

scientific carer” will be organized within international 

conference CERS (Central European Regional Science) 

2017: Engines of Urban and Regional Development that 

will take place in September 2017 at Matej Bel University 

in Slovakia. 

2500 € 

Patricia Fuentes  and 

Jorge Manuel López 

2017 2017 2017 BARCELONA WORKSHOP ON REGIONAL AND 

URBAN ECONOMICS to be held in Barcelona on 

November 23th-24th 2017 

2000 € 

Sumana Banerjee 2017 2017 57th ERSA CONGRESS “Social Progress for Resilient 

Regions” 29 August – 1 September 2017 Groningen, The 

Netherlands 

1000 € 

 

Building Bridges 2016 and 2017 
Name Country Year Conference Amount 

Meerim 

Sydykova  

Kyrgyzstan 2015 55th ERSA Congress, 25-29 August 2017 290 € 

Vijay Pandey India 2016 ERSA-RSAI Summer School 2016, Italy 500 € 

Vijay Pandey India 2017 57th ERSA CONGRESS “Social Progress for Resilient Regions” 

29 August – 1 September 2017 Groningen, The Netherlands 

451,82 € 

(500USD) 

Anahit 

Harutyunyan 

Armenia 2017 57th ERSA CONGRESS “Social Progress for Resilient Regions” 

29 August – 1 September 2017 Groningen, The Netherlands 

451,82 € 

(500USD) 

Yana Yanikyan Armenia 2017 57th ERSA CONGRESS “Social Progress for Resilient Regions” 

29 August – 1 September 2017 Groningen, The Netherlands 

451,82 € 

(500USD) 

Vehanush 

Marukhyan 

Armenia 2017 57th ERSA CONGRESS “Social Progress for Resilient Regions” 

29 August – 1 September 2017 Groningen, The Netherlands 

451,82 € 

(500USD) 



 

Annex 5: World Congress 
The Regional Science Association of India has won the bid to host the 12th World Congress of the RSA 

International. The Association received suggestions between Delhi, Mumbai and Goa and selected Goa because 

of its reputation of being a popular destination that blends European and Indian cultures as also breathtakingly 

beautiful landscapes of the western hills and seaside. Most institutions in large cities in India are away from the 

city and seldom have hotels within walking distances (this was one of the important criterion for venue selection 

as outlined by RSAI norms). Again, if the venue selected is a hotel, most hotels have a maximum of four banquet 

halls that may be used for the Conference, but a World Congress may require close to ten rooms for parallel 

Technical Sessions. Besides, space for Poster Sessions, Exhibitions, displays, cultural interactions etc will not be 

available in hotels. The most central location in Goa, i.e. Panjim, has numerous international hotel chains but 

does not fulfil the space requirement. Our selection of Birla Institute of Technology and Science (BITS) ticks off 

all aspects (like very good infrastructure, superb maintenance, and adequate space for all provisions) except 

hotels within walking distance.  

Prof Dentinho, Prof. Pathak and myself visited Goa, for a recce alongwith Dr. Puttaraju, the Chief Town Planner 

of Goa, and all opined BITS campus would be ideal and with a good transport committee, we shall make 

everyones stay at Goa, comfortable. The Congress plans to provide transportation in a planned manner – we 

propose that participants select hotels, Guest Houses  and home stays within a 10 km circuit between Vasco-

Bogmalo-BITS campus, we will provide information of all accommodation of different price ranges within this 

circuit. There are two five star hotels within this circuit. Those prefering hotels in Panjim or any other part of 

Goa may avail hotel transport or arrange private transport (parking space is available at BITS Campus) the 

charges in Indian currency is reasonable for participants from countries other than LIC’s. The BITS campus 

students’ hostel will also provide some rooms for students and single women participants to assure safety.  

THE ACADEMIC CONTENT: 

After consultations with Prof. Dentinho (who voiced the shared opinion of other RSAI members) faculty 

members at BITS and Town Planning Department (who will be co-hosting the event), the Department of Science 

and Technology, Department of Geography of University of Calcutta, University of Jadavpur, Centre for Studies 

in Regional Development, Jawaharlal Nehru University, the themes were outlined, though they are subject to 

modifications as we proceed with suggestions from senior members of RSAI.  

The Scientific Committee comprise representation of all supranational and sections along with dedicated 

academicians from India who stand by Regional Science Association of India at all academic events. 

Prof. Geoffrey Hewings and Prof. Peter Nijkamp have agreed to deliver key lectures. 

Special Session Proposals have been received from: 

Code Title  Organisers 

SS00 Forty Under Forty Geoffrey Hewings (hewings@illinois.edu) 

SS01 Water management in South 
Asia: From conflict to 
cooperation 

Paulo Casaca – Executive Director of the South Asia Democratic 
Forum (SADF).Email: pcasaca@gmail.com; paulo@sadf.eu  

SS02 Smart Cities Initiatives for the 
21st Century: Myth or Reality 

Tomas Dentinho – University of Azores, Portugal and Executive 
Director, RSAI 
Sumana Banerjee – University of Calcutta, India 
Vijay Pandey – Univesrsity of Delhi, India. E-mail: 
vijay.dse15@gmail.com   



 

SS03 Spatial Systems: Social 
Integration, Regional 
Development and Sustainability 

Andre Torre - AgroParisTech, University Paris-Saclay, France. 
Email: torre@agroparistech.fr (Chair) 
Habibullah Magsi - Agricultural Economics, Sindh Agriculture 
University Tandojam, Pakistan. Email: hmagsi@sau.edu.pk  

SS04 Spatial Econometric Interaction 
Modelling 

Manfred M. Fischer – Vienna University of Economics and 
Business. E-mail: manfred.fischer@wu.ac.at (Chair) 
Yee Leung – Chinese University of Hong Kong. E-mail: 
yeeleung@cuhk.edu.hk  

SS05 Spatial Analysis: From Neural 
Computing to Deep Learning 

Yee Leung – Chinese University of Hong Kong. E-mail: 
yeeleung@cuhk.edu.hk (Chair) 
Manfred M. Fischer – Vienna University of Economics and 
Business. E-mail: manfred.fischer@wu.ac.at  

SS06 Perspectives on Social Justice Saraswati Raju D 

SS07 Geoinformatics Policy and 
Practice 

Debapriya Dutta 

 

Prof. Nilanjan Ghosh will organize a session by Indian Society for Ecological Economics on Methods in Ecological 

Economics (this could also be organized as a pre-conference workshop). 

General Session Proposals have also started coming in – details in presentation in Groningen. 

  



 

Annex6: RSAI Publications 
 

Annex 6a: Papers in Regional Science (Roberta Capello)  

 

 

Editorial Report on 2016 Activities 

 
Summary 
 
The Editorial team changed a member. Jonathan Corcoran had to leave for personal reasons. 

In November 2016 in Minneapolis, the RSAI Council elected Antonio Paez, who started on 1st 

January 2017. I take the opportunity to thank Jonathan for his brilliant contribution to the journal and 
I wish him all the best in his new job. I also would like to wish Antonio Paez a fruitful collaboration 
with PiRS. 
 
The results of 2017 are positive. 
 
As last year, the increase in IF continues. It moved from 1.14 to 1.27. According to Scimago, in 
2016 the total citations grew from 185 to 221, with a decisive decrease of self-citations, which in 
2016 are in a number of 10. 
 
As last year, the total number of submissions has been above 200 (222 compared to 224 of last 
year). The rejection rate is 90%, which is a strong signal of the seriousness and selectivity of the 
Editors in choosing high-quality contributions. The higher rejection rate is also helping with the 
current backlog which is now around 65 on-line papers, and 10 in production. 
 
As for the geographical composition of submissions, PRSCO has slightly decreased its submissions, 
while the number of contributions from RSAmericas members has slightly increased, continuing the 
last year trends. 
 
The authors’ composition shows a reverse trend compared to last year, with a drastic decrease in the 
number of authors coming from PRSCO, compensated by an increase of European authors. 
 
In terms of fields, the journal saw an increase in the number of contributions from economics and 
public policy and governance. 
 

  



 

1. Editorial Team and Editorial Board 

 
This report is the result of the work developed by the editorial team, with a change in the team of a 
member. Jonathan Corcoran had to leave for personal reasons. 
 

In November 2016 in Minneapolis, the RSAI Council elected Antonio Paez, who started on 1st 

January 2017. 

 
I take the opportunity to thank Jonathan for his brilliant contribution to the journal and I wish him all 
the best in his new job. I also would like to wish Antonio Paez a fruitful collaboration with PiRS. 
 
 
2. Editorial statistics 

 
2.1 Number of submissions and rejection rates 

 
Table 1 presents the number of submissions and rejection rates, together with pending manuscripts, 
i.e. papers that are in the website system at different stages. 
 

Cohort Submissions 
Acceptance 

rate 
Rejection rate 

Pending 

manuscripts 

2004 88 0,37 0,63  

2005 71 0,36 0,64  

2006 80 0,38 0,62  

2007 144 0,27 0,73  

2008 108 0,23 0,77  

2009 178 0,34 0,66  

2010 163 0,33 0,67  

2011 182 0,28 0,72  

2012 197 0,32 0,68  

2013 221 0,21 0,79  

2014 231 0,22 0,78  

2015 224 0,23 0,77 4 

2016 222 0,09 0,91 72 

 

 

In 2016, the number of submissions remained stable. The acceptance rate has also remained 

around 10%, with 72 still pending manuscripts. Figure 1 shows that the total number of 

submissions is still driven by European scientists, even if decreasing. Americas and PRSCO 

have a similar share, with PRSCO increasing a bit, and Americas losing some shares. 



 

 

Fig. 1. Geographically detailed number of submissions, 2002–2016 

 
 
 
2.2 Decision making process and reviewers 
 
The decision making process has settled down. The good performance in terms of decision 
process continues (Table 2). On average, the first decision takes place in less than two months, the 
second in a little bit more than 1 month. 
 

Table 2. Manuscript processing in months 
 

Cohort First decision 
Second 

decision 
Third decision 

Final decision 

of acceptance 

to Early View 

Final decision 

to publication 

in issue 

2004 5,6 3,3 1,5 — 9 

2005 6,1 2,9 — — 12,8 

2006 5,4 4,9 — 9 11,9 

2007 3,1 2,7 1,3 7,4 11,4 

2008 2,5 2,4 0,8 5,6 10,4 

2009 3 2,6 1,5 2,9 8,8 

2010 3,2 2,9 1,3 2,6 9 

2011 3,1 2,5 2 1,9 11,4 

2012 3 2,6 1,2 3,4 4,9 

2013 1,8 2 0,8 3,1 12,4 

2014 1,7 0,6 0,4 3,2 15,8 

2015 1,7 1,7 0,6 2,9 21,5 

2016 1,9 1,3 0,1 2,3 18,9 
 
Also the time between the final decision and publication in print has improved. It decreased 

from 21,5 to 18,9 months, thanks to the idea of adding one issue more per year. 

 
The number of referees has decreased, as Table 3 reports. While the European scientists show 
a high and constant engagement in the journal, American scientists have slightly decreased, and 
the PRSCO area slightly increased. 
 

Table 3. Number of reviewers and proportion of reviewers by supra region 

Year Reviewers ERSA Americas PRSCO 

2004 192 0,39 0,5 0,11 

2005 192 0,38 0,31 0,32 



 

2006 181 0,4 0,52 0,08 

2007 213 0,58 0,32 0,1 

2008 230 0,56 0,34 0,1 

2009 325 0,62 0,25 0,13 

2010 332 0,61 0,23 0,15 

2011 337 0,59 0,25 0,15 

2012 354 0,62 0,22 0,16 

2013 399 0,61 0,26 0,13 

2014 325 0,62 0,25 0,13 

2015 369 0,61 0,22 0,17 

2016 318 0,62 0,26 0,12 

 
 
2.3 Authors by geographical areas and by disciplines 

 
Figure 2 presents the geographical distribution of submissions. European authors decrease 

over time, while those from PRSCO increase, a good sign of internationalization of the journal. 

 

 

Fig. 2. Geographically detailed number of submissions, 2004–2016 

 
 
Figure 3 reports the distribution of pages by discipline. There is an increase of the economic 

area and of public policy. The geography area has registered an increase after some years of 

decline. 



 

 
Fig. 3. Author pages by affiliation of the author(s), volume 83–95, 2004–2016 

 
 
2.4 Impact Factor 
 
The 2016 impact factor of PiRS has increased from 1.14 to 1.27, continuing the positive trend of the 
last few years. 
According to Scimago, in 2016 the total citations grew from 185 to 221, with a decisive decrease of 
self-citations, which in 2016 are in a number of 10. 
 
The five years impact factor is not available yet. 
 
 

Fig. 4. Citation Impact Factor for various regional science journals, 2002–2016 

 

 

  



 

3. Editorial Policies 

 
During this year the editorial team reinforced the previous strategies put in place in the previous 
years, putting much effort in: 
 

1) a good and efficient management of the journal, to make it appealing in terms of decision 
times with respect to other journals; 

 

2) launch of special issues on strategic issues. This year he choice turned to be on the regional 
effects of Brexit, with Phillip McCann as editor; 

 

3) a selection of papers to be published based on the novelty of the themes treated, together 
with the scientific rigor; 

 

4) the Martin Beckmann prize for the best article published in Papers in Regional Science. 
 
 
 
4. Concluding remarks 

 
This report shows that the journal proceeds on a good trend like last year, signalling: 
 

- an increasing interest of the international community, witnessed by the constant increase 
in submission; 

- an increase in the IF; 

- an increase in total citations and a decrease of self-citations; 

- right RSAI policies to enlarge the journal to a worldwide market and to an increasing 
multidisciplinary science, witnessed by the enlargement of the geography of the authors 
towards America and the Pacific area, and by an increase of the number of works of 
different disciplines that find a location in the journal. 

 
Next year (2018) a new contract will have to be signed by RSAI. With it, the situation of backlog 
will be taken more seriously into consideration, by expanding the number of issues per year. 

 

As each year, I would like to end by thanking our Editorial manger, Elisabete Martins; we could not 

think about someone more professional for this job. 

 
Roberta Capello 
Editor-in-chief Papers in Regional Science 
 
also on behalf of the other members of the Editorial Team 
Alessandra Faggian, Donald Lacombe, Antonio, Paez, Michaela Trippl and Andrea Caragliu 
 
Milan, Italy 
8 August 2017 
 

  



 

Annex 6b: Regional Science Policy and Practice (Tomaz Dentinho) 

 
Editorial Report of Regional Science Policy and Practice 

August 2017 

Summary 

This report refers to the activity of RSPP along 2016 and also details the evolution of the journal until 
August 2017 to reflect the changes in the editorial team that happened in March 2017.  

The results are promising but very much dependent of the attribution of an Impact Factor at the end 
of 2017 / beginning of 2018 that has been asked through Wiley. The creation of the RSPP paper and 
review awards, the mobilization of special issues and the attraction of good contributions is crucial 
for the future of the journal. 

1 - Introduction 

This report refers to 2016 but also details the evolution of the journal until August 2017 to reflect the 
change in the editorial team that happened in March 2017. In Section 2 we analyze the journal 
metrics, in section 3 we highlight the aims and actions of the editorial team and in Section 4 we 
propose some conclusions. 

2 - Editorial statistics 

2.1. Pages, Papers and Authors 

According to the Wiley Report of 2016, the number of pages and articles per year decreased from 
2012, with 29 articles and 512 pages, to 2016, with 12 articles and 196 pages. For 2017, we expect to 
reach 20 articles and more than 300 pages. 

 

Figure 1: RSPP Pages and Articles per Year (Wiley Report of 2016) 

The geographical distribution of the authors, counted by the number of pages, kept a higher 
percentage of papers coming from the Americas with the other sources increase their weight with 
the publication of special issues. 
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Figure2: Geographical distribution of authors by pages (RSPP Editorial Office) 

 

Figure 3: Disciplinary distribution of authors by pages (RSPP Editorial Office) 

The disciplinary distribution of the authors, counted by the number of pages, is mainly concentrated 
based on geography and economics for the whole period. 

2.2. Decision making process and reviewers 

The number of submissions decreased from 2012 until 2016 but the rejection rate varied from 31% 
to 69% (Table 1). 

Table 1. Number of submissions and rejection rates 

Year Submissions 
Acceptance 

rate 
Rejection rate 

Pending 
manuscripts 

2012 24 0,67 0,33 0 

2013 27 0,63 0,37 0 

2014 21 0,52 0,48 0 

2015 16 0,31 0,69 0 

2016 15 0,69 0,31 2 

2017 (until 8 August) 30 0,31 0,69 17 

The number of reviewers decreased strongly in 2016 associated with a concentration in the Americas 
of reviewers and authors.  

Table 2. Number of reviewers and proportion of reviewers by supra region 
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Year Reviewers ERSA Americas PRSCO 

2012 34 0,41 0,35 0,24 
2013 15 0,47 0,33 0,20 
2014 22 0,36 0,36 0,28 
2015 13 0,38 0,38 0,24 

2016 9 0,33 0,67 0,00 

 

2.4. Performance Indicators 

Regional Science Policy and Practice has finally received a CiteScore in Scopus of 1.17. The Journal of 
Regional Science has 1.97 and Papers in Regional Science 1.45. This is a very good score for RSPP 
although based on a reduced number of documents.  

Table 3. CiteScore rank (CiteScore metrics calculated on 31 May, 2017. SNIP and SJR calculated on 27 June, 2017) 

  Title CiteScore 
CiteScore 
Percentile 

CiteScore 
Rank 

Citations 
2016 
Snowball 
Metrics 

Documents 
2013-15 
Snowball 
Metrics 

% Cited SNIP SJR 

1 Environmental Policy and 
Governance 

2.17 90% 54/587 193 89 67% 1.208 1.164 

2 Journal of Regional 
Science 

1.97 89% 20/190 205 104 70% 1.483 1.331 

3 Environment and 
Planning C: Government 
and Policy 

1.59 83% 97/587 433 272 54% 0.846 0.849 

4 Papers in Regional 
Science 

1.45 79% 118/587 219 151 57% 1.213 0.902 

5 Regional Science Policy 
and Practice 

1.17 74% 152/587 14 12 50% 0.682 0.286 

6 International Journal of 
Urban Sciences 

1.09 71% 169/587 96 88 51% 0.997 0.473 

7 Applied Spatial Analysis 
and Policy 

1.07 70% 175/587 58 54 56% 0.843 0.445 

8 Regional Studies, 
Regional Science 

0.82 59% 236/587 65 79 43% 0.732 0.231 

9 Regional Science Inquiry 0.11 15% 495/587 5 45 7% 0.118 0.108 

 
According to Google Scholar, citations on Regional Science Policy and Practice are growing but 
stabilizing since 2014 (Figure 4). According to Grace Ong from Wiley, RSPP is still undergoing 
evaluation by Clarivate Analytics (formerly Thomson Reuters) for an impact factor. The evaluation is 
likely to conclude at the end of 2017 at the earliest. The most important thing while the evaluation is 
in progress is to ensure that the publication of the issues are on schedule and that seems to be 
reachable.  



 

 

Figure 4: Google Scholar RSPP Citations (May and August 2017) 

3. Editorial Aims and Policies 

The plan is to reach 900 pages in 2019 with six issues and 50 papers. To achieve this target and combine it with 
the publication of high quality papers we really need: 

a) To receive an Impact Factor in the beginning of 2018, which will lead to a higher number of 
submissions; 

b) To involve readers in the journal namely by their contribution to the selection process of the RSPP 
paper award that is influence by the number of citations. 

c) Finally we also challenged the Editorial Board to propose Special Issues for the next three 
years and so far, there is an indication for nine Special Issues: 

a. Andre Torre and Livia Madureira- Innovation in rural areas. 
b. Manie Geyer - Regional science in Africa. 
c. Peter Nijkamp - Origins and futures of regional science. 
d. Andrea Székely - Walled territories. 
e. Carlos Azzoni and Vargas - Regional Science in South America. 
f. Neil Reid, Alessandra Faggian and Giulia Pezzi - Local entrepreneurship and tourism: 

policies and practices in peripheral areas. 
g. Budy Resosudarmo and Geoffrey Hewings – Spatial and Social Justice. 
h. Hugo Santos – Case Studies in Regional Policy 
i. Yannis Psycharis – Papers from ERSA Summer Course 2017. 

Furthermore, with a diversified editorial team and editorial board, we expect to enlarge the geographical and 
disciplinary scope of the journal. 

4. Concluding remarks 

The reduction of the number of papers can create a unique opportunity to receive an Impact Factor 
since the base of the Impact Factor coefficient is very low. Then, with the s readers of the RSAI 
diversified community, it is possible not only to expand strongly the readership of the journal but also 
to steadily increase its performance indicators. 

Tomaz Dentinho, Patricio Aroca, Jaime Bonet, Tiago Freire, Eduardo Haddad, Neil Reid, Vicente 
Royuela and Emmanouil Tranos. 
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Annex 8c: RSAI Newsletter (Andrea Caragliu) 

The RSAI newsletter will have been published twice in 2017, following the now traditional schedule. 
After a discussion between the Editors and the RSAI board, a proposal to increase its frequency to 
three issues per year has been postponed. The two issues have been distributed at the major RSAI 
events: PRSCO congress in Tainan, ERSA congress in Groningen, and NARSC congress in Vancouver. 

The editors will likely introduce a couple of changes starting from 2018. 

1. The newsletter will no longer host a column on Centres of excellence in Regional Science. This will 
be replaced by one on national Schools of Thought in Regional Science. This will offer newsletter 
readers a broad overview of the scientific trajectory of regional science in different geographical and 
institutional settings, ideally with a pleasant and easy-to-read style. 

2. The Newsletter could also usefully add more room for policies. This will translate into a column 
discussing the way regional science thinking has influenced policymaking over the last few decades. 

The newsletter editors expect these two tweaks to increase the attractiveness of the product, thereby 
offering a better service to the RSAI community. 

Annex 8d: RSAI Webpage (Tomaz Dentinho) 

From June 2016 until June 2017 we expand the number of hits from 13790 per month to 19630 per 

month. With the support from Wiley and the cooperation of the supra-regionals we have been able to 

put online the key speeches of the main conferences. We are creating a system to create a data base 

with regional science papers; we hope that soon we will contact the journal of the sections of put their 

articles in RSAI data base. 

Annex 8e: Negotiations with publishers (Jean Claude Thill) 

After soliciting proposals from various publishers, we have received 3 proposals that are currently 

under review. Jean-Claude Thill will make a recommendation to Council to enter final negotiations 

with a sole publishers by the time of the Vancouver Council meeting. 

  



 

Annex7: Awards  

Annex 7a: Jaen Paelinck Award (Emmanouil Tranos) 
Despite the extension and the reminders, I have not yet received any nominations for the Jaen Paelinck 

Award. 

Annex 7b: Peter Nijkamp Award (Carlos Azzoni) 
I have send a call for application to the presidents of the national associations. If you think we should send it 

again to all members, I can send Elisabete the call and she could post it. So far we have two potential 

application (verbally confirmed), one from Chile and one from Brazil. 

Annex 7c: RSAI dissertation competition (Laurie Schintler)  
The panel has been assembled and is comprised of Laurie A. Schintler (Chair) and Philip McCann, Katherine 

Nesse and Terry Clower. There are 17 applications this year. The panel plans to deliberate and make a decision 

on the award in September. 

Annex 7d: Stan Czamanski award (Laurie Schintler) 
I am still waiting to hear back from someone regarding serving on the Czamanski Award (note: I have reached 

out to a number of people - many are traveling during month of October when the decision will need to be 

made or they are over-committed). Patricio Aroca has agreed to serve on the panel. Laurie A. Schintler is 

working with Kieran Donaghy to identify someone from Cornell regional science community to serve on the 

panel and is currently in the process of securing a third person for committee. 

Annex 7e: Fellows Award 

2017 elected RSAI Fellows 

 
Marlon G. Boarnet 
University of Southern 
California, USA 

 
Roberto Camagni 
Politecnico di 
Milano, Italy 

 
Adam Rose 
University of Southern 
California, USA 
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On the Fellows Selection Committee: Action item: 

Jean-Claude Thill is stepping down from this committee at the end of 2017. As Chair of this committee, Jean-

Claude Thill nominates Dr. Kieran Donaghy to serve on this committee for the period of 2018-2020. Dr. Donaghy 

has been approached and accepted to serve if confirmed by Council. 

Annex 7f: Martin Beckmann RSAI Annual Award 

Winner 2017 
The jury consisting of Janice Madden, Carlos Azzoni and Erik Verhoef chose the article "Borrowing size in 
networks of cities: City size, network connectivity and metropolitan functions in Europe" by Evert J. 
Meijers, Martijn J. Burger, Marloes M. Hoogerbrugge,  published in Volume 95, Issue 1, Marh 2016, Pages: 181-
198 as the winner of the Martin Beckmann Prize as the best paper published in Papers in Regional Science in 
2016. 
Motivation: 
Through an elegant scientific approach, the paper interprets the contrast that exists between the current 
dynamics in the Western European urban system and the bourgeoning literature stressing the importance of 
agglomeration for economic growth. The papers argues that rise of ‘city network economies’ leads to processes 
of borrowed size as well as the rise of agglomeration shadows in networks of cities, and finds that network 
connectivity positively enhances the presence of metropolitan functions, even if local size remains the most 
significant determinant for most types of functions. Based on the originality of the interest in the topic, and the 
important results achieved, the jury concluded that the paper was the best published one in 2016. 

 

Annex 7g: Regional Science Policy and Practice Paper Award 

Winners 2017 

  

          

Akihiro Otsuka and Mika Goto (2015) - Estimation and determinants of energy 
efficiency in Japanese regional economies. Regional Science Policy & Practice 7 (2), 
89-101 
“The paper contains a full empirical attempt to model and a significant regional issue 
of policy and practice concern: the spatial patterns of energy efficiency across the 
prefectures of Japan.  Useful findings of the study are clearly spelled out for policy-
makers.  The paper is itself a model of how regional science methods can be 
harnessed for making contributions to policy and practice.  As such, is a most 
meritorious demonstration of the underlying concept for our relatively new journal 
and thus highly deserving of receiving the award. Identification and estimation of 
variables that are understood and can be used by policy-makers.” 

 AND 

 

 

          

Roberto Camagni and Roberta Capello (2015) - Rationale and design of EU cohesion 
policies in a period of crisis. Regional Science Policy & Practice 7 (1), 25-4 
“A great literature review and an important (continuing) EU issue. A reflective and 
policy-prescriptive paper focused on EU regional policies in the context of a period 
of economic downturn.  Broad-ranging, the paper marshals a variety of data to 
buttress its argument.  A nicely done contribution. A prospective paper with great 
impact well rooted theoretically and with sound methods.” 

 

http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/pirs.12181/full
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/pirs.12181/full
http://evertmeijers.com/about-me-2/
http://evertmeijers.com/about-me-2/
http://www.mjburger.net/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/marloes-hoogerbrugge-37803712
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/rsp3.12058/abstract
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/rsp3.12058/abstract
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/rsp3.12047/abstract
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/rsp3.12047/abstract

